This beautifully produced monograph by Alfred Cuschieri, Professor of Surgery in Dundee, and George Berci, one of the fathers of modern endoscopy from Los Angeles, reinforced by Dr Hamlin, his radiological colleague, is aimed at reducing the risks of these complications. It describes and illustrates the techniques of safe cholecystectomy and common duct exploration, operative cholangiography and choledochoscopy, and postoperative removal of retained stones along the T-tube tract. The rather rarely performed procedures of biliary manometry and duct flow rate studies are also described.
The text is clearly written. The illustrations comprise clear black and white and colour photographs, line diagrams and well reproduced X-rays.
A wide range of the anatomical and pathological findings at operation are demonstrated. Each chapter carries a good and up-to-date bibliography and there is a videotape available also from the publishers.
This slim book represents an easy to read and excellent cooperative project from Scotland and the USA between a surgeon, endoscopist and radiologist. It can be commended to abdominal surgeons and will make a useful contribution to safer cholecystectomy.
HAROLD ELLIS

Professor ofSurgery Westminster Hospital, London
Acute Renal Failure: Pathophysiology, Prevention, and Treatment. V E Andreucci (ed) pp 506 £70.75 ISBN 0-89838-627-6 Boston: Martinus Nijhoff 1984 Acute renal failure has become a major problem in renal units in recent years. At the Royal Free Hospital, acute renal failure has risen from 3.5% to 9.5% of all ITU admissions which have, themselves, increased over the last six years. The overall mortality rate remains high but is much lower in young (33%) than in older (88%) patients. One of the most difficult features of modern acute renal failure management is the presence of multiple clinical problems, which require real expertise in all aspects of acute medical care.
Professor Andreucci's book brings this point out very well and provides an overview of acute renal failure which is of great value, partly because it reflects the practical, clinical concerns of its editor and because he has assembled a group of authors who are, themselves, directly concerned in patient management. Professor Andreucci himself appears as first author in 7 of the 25 chapters, and all the Italian contributions are from Naples.
Though occasionally verbose and authoritarian, the book is crammed with useful information and with maturity will become a valuable, if somewhat weighty, handbook for nephrologists, especially those involved in intensive care. The bibliographies are extensive and reasonably up-to-date. The book is an up-to-date and valuable compendium of current knowledge in the clinical management of acute renal failure. JOHN The foreword states that this is a work emphasizing the cornerstones of surgery. It must have been an almost Herculean amalgamation task for the two editors, and a lively innovation is the editorial comment at the end of many of the 191 chapters. An anatomist contributes many helpful introductory subject chapters. The work is not comprehensive in general surgery yet contains additional subject areas outside the usual remit of British trainees. For example, surgery for oesophageal atresia, resection of the laryngopharynx, and operations on the thoracic duct are included, but not the surgical management of chest wall injuries. Colectomy has a place but not the management of the obstructed colon. There is a chapter on rectal foreign bodies but not those in the upper gastrointestinal tract. Caesarean section, prolapse and infertility are covered, though ovarian pathology is omitted. Bench surgery for renal disease is included but not renal transplantation. Circumcision, varicose veins and tumours of the skin are not discussed. The use of stents in obstructive jaundice is fully described, but not the ultrasound or CT scan management of pseudopancreatic cyst of periand intrahepatic abscesses which are managed surgicallypseudopancreatic cyst surgery occupies two chapters by different authors.
PHYLLIS GEORGE
Consultant Surgeon Royal Free Hospital, London
Female Puberty and its Abnormalities J Dewhurst pp 204 £11 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1984 Adolescents tend to be self conscious and have a desire to conform with their peers. Delay in the diagnosis of disorders of puberty may cause great unhappiness. Patients with such disorders are seen by doctors in a variety of disciplinesgeneral practice, school health, gynaecology, endocrinology and paediatricsand they need skilful, confident and sensitive advice. This book, which is in the series of current reviews in obstetrics and gynaecology and written primarily for gynaecologists, will be of value to all doctors who treat adolescents. It reflects the immense experience and sensitive wisdom of its author who has made the gynaecology of childhood a life-long interest.
The first half of the book deals with normal puberty, secondary sexual development, the menarche, the endocrinology and the control of the onset of puberty. The major advances in knowledge of these subjects over the last 20 years are reviewed clearly with important facts and thoughtful discussion. These chapters contain much that will be of value to those who need to reassure as well as to those who wish to understand the mechanisms.
In the second half of the book the major disorders of puberty, precocious and delayed puberty and menstrual disorders of puberty are discussed, with a final chapter about other problems at the time ofpuberty including abnormal growth, breast disorders, acne and hirsutism. These chapters give lively accounts of the clinical conditions and sensitive reviews of management, a delightful mixture of scholarship and kind practical advice.
Advances in the understanding of puberty, so well reviewed in this book, are opening the way to new methods of treatment: sadly these receive little mention and this is a disappointment. Those who wish to read of the use of LRH in disorders of puberty still need to consult original articles, but this book will give a sound theoretical and clinical basis for such further exploration. In 1959, in the pages of this journal, Dr John Hodson described the radiological changes of chronic atrophic pyelonephritis and a year later, with his colleague Dr David Edwards, he pointed out the association of these changes (now fashionably termed reflux nephropathy) with vesicoureteric reflux (VUR). This opened up a major new field of paediatric nephrology and urology but many of the issues then raised remain unresolved to this day. These include the relative roles of infection and raised bladder pressure in the pathogenesis of renal scarring, the optimal management for children who have urinary infection and reflux and the relationship of scarring to renal function and hypertension.
The present volume, edited by Dr Hodson and his colleagues Professor Heptinstall and Professor Winberg, gives an account of the latest of a series of workshops held over the years which have sought to resolve these issues. The topics include clinical and experimental studies of hypertension, renal and bladder function, covert bacteriuria, bacterial virulence factors, the pathogenesis of scarring, imaging techniques and the genetics of VUR. All the contributions provide a stimulating personal view as well as being excellent sources of reference, and the discussion is always lively.
This book is essential reading for all who are working in the field and will also be of great interest to any who have even a fringe association with these subjects. New York: Alan R Liss 1984 This is primarily a book for red cell enthusiasts, based on a conference held in October 1983. It has a sense of occasion, with some set piece reviews like those of Herman Lehman on the history of thalassaemia, Donald Paglia on red cell nucleotides, and Steven Goodman 6n erythrocyte membrane protein 4.1, together with some memorable items of discussion displaying either the participants' illuminating comments or, in some cases, their freely displayed prejudices. There is much here to fascinate the casual bystander, such as the papers on the red cell relationship with the malarial parasite and the various approaches to producing clinically useful blood substitutes for transfusion. In addition to considering various oxygen-carrying solutions and 'red cell surrogates', we are introduced to a procedure for removing A and B antigenicity from red cells so that all donor blood may be used for transfusion universally. For the clinician, Dr Nagel gives a short but impressive account of the multigenetic factors predisposing to painful crises in the patient with sickle cell anaemia. I enjoyed the book, but whether all 570 pages, including sometimes rather trivial triple-spaced typed discussion, are justified is open to doubt.
ALLAN JACOBS
Professor ofHaematology
University of Wales College ofMedicine
Bronchial Carcinoma: An Integrated Approach to Diagnosis and Management. M Bates (ed) pp 295 DM124 ISBN 3-540-13234-1 Berlin: Springer-Verlag 1984 Bronchial carcinoma was a rare disease. The aim of this book is to review the diagnosis and management of this now common malignancy. The authors are mainly from the UK.
The book is.well produced with clear diagrams and excellent radiographs. This may explain the
